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   From the
        Principal

The term has been progressing strongly, even with the constant 
changes brought upon us by COVID, classes are settled and children 
working well.

Relief Teacher Shortages
Unfortunately training and development in literacy and numeracy from our 
consultants in the Education Office has needed to be postponed this term due 
to the shortage of TRTs. This shortage has caused daily issues for all schools 
and we have been regularly short 1 (and sometimes 2) teachers each day. 
Although we have not yet had any major COVID outbreak at our school we still 
have a number of children and staff missing due to being close contacts. We 
are doing our best to cover staff shortages with leadership taking some classes 
and specialist teachers covering classes which means we need to pay back 
NIT to teachers and sometimes spread students out amongst other classes. 
Another ramification is not being able to release teachers to work on student 
one plan development and IESP funding applications as much as we would 
like. I thank all caregivers, children and staff for their flexibility, patience and 
support of one another and especially Jean in the front office who has the 
unenviable task of finding relief teachers! 

Phonics Training
R-2 teachers have just participated in their annual phonics training and we are 
looking at refreshing and purchasing new readers to assist children with their 
reading in the early years. 

Easter Raffle
Easter Raffle time is approaching please keep those Easter goodies coming in 
to the front office. The more donations we have the more prizes for children. 
Tickets on sale next week also!

Materials and Services Fees due by the end of Term 1
A big thank you  once again to the many families who have already paid their 
2022 School and Preschool Fees. If you have not done so as yet, please finalise 
your payments by the end of Term, or contact Jean at the front office or on 
dl.0306.payments@schools.sa.edu.au to put a payment plan in place by this 
due date. If you require another copy of the Fees Package, please contact the  
Front Office. 



 

 
Don't forget your hat! Term 1 & 4 are sun-safe terms. 
Students are required to wear a hat at all times for outdoors play and lessons.
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Retirements
Julie Lawson
I would like to acknowledge the wonderful work that our 
Business Manager, Julie Lawson has done over the years 
to manage a multimillion dollar annual budget across 
Preschool, school and OSHC which is no mean feat! 
Julie’s tireless effort, strategic decision making, foresight, 
financial knowledge and wizardry, total commitment to 
the whole Nairne School community and collaboration 
with all parties has made sure that our site is in a strong 
financial position with excellent facilities and resources 
to match! Thank you Julie for your efforts and we wish 
you well in retirement.

Derek Miller
By now you may be aware that I am taking leave for terms 3 
& 4 then retiring. Even though I love it here at Nairne my wife 
and I have both decided that we would like to pursue other 
interests. I feel that the Preschool, school and OSHC are in 
a very good position and primed to blossom further in the 
future. Maxine McSherry our Education Director will guide 
our site through the process of Principal selection. 
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                 Focus on  
                Maths



    "...we're investigating  
             patterns in maths!"

The Year 1 and 2 mathematicians in Class 01 can tell you what a number line 
should look like - and why!  

"It used to take us ages, and lots of 
‘tweaks’ to get it looking right, but now 
we can make one in minutes!"

Sheridan Wilson  
CL01 Teacher (Mon-Tues)



 |  

                  Focus on  
    Harmony Week



P16 
TUE

          "...we're celebrating  
     Harmony Week!"

Class 3 celebrated Harmony Week by dressing in orange and sharing a 
class picnic for lunch.

We discussed what Harmony Week means 
and made some hand prints showing how 
different we all are.

Melinda Todd | CL03 Teacher
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                  Focus on  
          The Library



Book Club
A new Book Club for year 5 and 6 students has started up in the library this 
year. Each term Book Club members need to read a certain number of books - 
eight books in terms 1 & 4 and 10 books terms 2 & 3.

"we're welcoming 
       you to book club..."          

Members also need to complete an activity sheet for each book. The sheets include 
a sequence sketch in which pictures are drawn of things that have happened in 
the story, a prediction sheet where we make predictions every so often, a story 
elements sheet where information about the setting, the characters, the problem 
and the solution are written and a connections sheet where connections are made 
between things that happen in the story and things that happen in real life. These 
sheets are then pasted in our Book Club Journals.

We also have a couple of meetings (with snacks!) each term and there will be a 
lunchtime movie with chips at the end of each term. 

Book Club does involve a bit of work but it’s worth it for the fun and the food!

If you are a 5/6 student and you love reading you’re welcome to join Book Club next 
term.

Holly L | CL25
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                 Focus on  
          Critter Club



    "...we're sharing our  
            passion for nature!"

Critter Club has been quite busy this first term so far, with critters going through 
their life cycles, greeting all of the new preschool students as well as children 
prepping for the Mt Barker Show. 

Critter Club and twelve students 
appeared at the Mt Barker show on 
Saturday March 26. The students 
did a wonderful job of sharing their 
knowledge, passions and love of natural 
world with the community. After a long 
and exciting day, many ribbons and even 
“Grand Champion Pet” were won on the 
day! The children said their best thing 
was being with the animals and chatting 
with people on the day. 

We had great feedback for many 
people we met and the students 
were a credit to the school! 
Congratulations!

Leanne Stevens 
SSO, Critter Club Convenor
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                  Focus on  
                 Sports



Last week, 7 students (Sydney, Elsie, Chloe, Lachlan, Jessica, Skye and Jye) 
from Nairne Primary competed at the Courier Cup Swimming Carnival at the 
Mount Barker Mountain Pool. 

Our squad was small in number this year 
and unfortunately we were unable to 
form relay teams, however the individual 
swimmers put in a top effort and 
recorded some great times and placings. 

The top results on the day included:

Name Position Race & Time (sec)
Jye C 2nd 12 y.o. Boys 

backstroke (29.37)
Lachlan S 3rd 10 y.o. Boys 

breaststroke (45.83)
Lachlan S 4th 10 y.o. Boys 

backstroke (33.29)
Jessica B  5th 11 y.o. Girls 

backstroke (33.36)
Skye D 5th 11 y.o. Girls 

butterfly (37.74)

Well done to all the competitive Nairne 
swimmers and a big thanks for all the 
help provided by our parent community 
in setting up and time keeping on the day. 

Looking forward, on Tuesday in week 
10 we will be taking our 34 members of 
the Nairne Athletics team to Oakbank 
to the SAPSASA Barker Region Athletics 
Carnival so hopefully more students have 
the chance to achieve excellence at a 
competitive sporting level.

Neil Slater | PE teacher
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                 Focus on  
           Preschool



    "...we've been practicing  
             "acts of kindness!"

We have been focusing on ”Children learning to interact in relation to others 
with care, empathy and respect” (Early Years Learning Framework – Outcome 
1.4). This has included being kind, our emotions and how we make others feel.

The children have been practising “acts 
of kindness”, such as speaking using a 
kind voice, using kind hands, sharing, 
taking turns, making space for others, 
giving each other paintings, making and 
drawings, inviting others to play, including 
people in games and caring for others 
if they are sad or hurt. The children are 
getting very apt at sharing the stories of 
their kind acts.

We embed caring for others and empathy 
by taking opportunities as children are 
playing to discuss how they are feeling, 
how others are feeling and to highlight 
and celebrate acts of kindness. We are 
encouraging children to listen to others, 
to “read” other feelings and to respond 
to how others are feeling.

Children's voice
We asked the Purple Group what 
they would like to learn about at 
Preschool.
They wanted to learn about: bugs, big 
sand castles, how we are feeling. 

(Continued over)



Preschool
Reminders

Poppy asked, "How do whales and dolphins sing in the ocean?". We all did some 
"big thinking" and came up with some great ideas!

The Gold Group will next do this and we are looking forward to hearing their great 
ideas!

For keep up with what we've been up to at the Preschool, visit our Sway 
Newsletter at:

https://sway.office.com/5DKcCsrd4LXKwRGA?ref=Link&loc=play

Kerry Docking 
Preschool Leader

A big thankyou to families for supporting our  
Healthy Eating Policy 

Please apply Sunscreen each morning

We provide water and cups for our children

Please pack spare labelled clothes and a plastic bag in case of 
toileting or water play accidents.

When leaving and entering via our gate please be mindful of keeping 
all children inside our premises.
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We also need your donations of yummy 
chocolates to add to this fundraiser raffle!         

Please leave them at the front office by 
Wednesday Week 10 (April 06)! Thanks!

Nairne School
Preschool & Primary

easter
raffle!

at the 
pool  

before school 
& selected 
recesses!

On  
sale 

Weeks 

10-11!

$1
Tickets

Drawn on 

the last day 

of term!
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Our aim is to ensure all children can access equitable educational outcomes. Monitoring of school attendance enables identification 
of students at risk and the early implementation of intervention strategies. We believe that the early detection and assessment of the 
causes of school non-attendance and the provision of organizational structures, which are responsive to the needs of students is vital. 

 
 Parents/caregivers are responsible for getting 

their children to and from school. 
 Children must arrive at school between 8.25am 

and 8.45 am 
 Children must attend school on every day when 

instruction is offered unless the school receives a 
valid reason for being absent (e.g. illness) 

 Parents/caregivers must provide the school with 
an appropriate explanation for the student’s non-
attendance. Usually this comprises a letter, phone 
call or a medical certificate. 

 When a student is late for school he/she must 
report to the front office and sign in giving a 
reason for the lateness. 

 Parents/caregivers must let the school know if an 
extended absence is likely or if the school needs to 
arrange work at home. 

 Ensure that Sentral roll is accurately completed 
 The leadership team should document interventions, 

strategies, home visits, phone calls and include in 
student’s file. 

 The leadership team will refer the student to the 
Attendance Counsellor. 

 Monitor each child’s attendance. 
 Record absence and reason for absence into 

Sentral (electronic student management system) 
on classroom IPad. A roll-sheet is printed off for 
TRT’s to complete in teacher’s absence each 
morning. EDSAS records only lateness but not 
time. If concerned keep a record of late arrival.  

 Alert leadership team if there are concerns if a 
child is absent for 3 or more consecutive days or 
if there are patterns for non-attendance. 

 If requested provide work for students who are 
unable to attend school for valid reasons. 

A child who is at least six years old and not yet sixteen is of compulsory school age (from 1/01/03) and, irrespective of distance 
from the school, is required to be enrolled at a registered government or non-government school. They must attend the school 
on every day that instruction is provided for the child, unless the Minister has granted an exemption from school attendance. 
Children under six years of age and not under compulsion are required to attend school for the entire day school is open for 
instruction once enrolled. 
The primary responsibility for meeting this legal requirement rests with the parent/caregiver. The responsibility for enforcing 
school attendance is with the Department for Education. The Department therefore has a legal responsibility to record and 
monitor attendance and take appropriate action to rectify problems of non-attendance. 

 Principals have delegated authority from the Minister 
to approve applications for temporary exemptions 
from school attendance. 

 All applications for exemptions exceeding one month 
and permanent exemptions are to be set out on Form 
ED175 and forwarded to the Student Attendance 
Counsellor. 

 Attendance is monitored systematically twice a term 
and families are contacted in regards to attendance 
concerns. 

All our school policies are available on our website under 
About > Policies & Publications      nairneschool.sa.edu.au
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Version  2022.1 (Mar 2022) Ratified by Council 2019.1 Revisions  2022.1 (formatting only), 
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Review Due  Pending 
2022 

 

Managing and ensuring absences are recorded is the responsibility of an SSO using Sentral. SMS text messages are sent to 
parents who have unexplained absences. The flowchart below outlines the absence process involved. At the end of each day 
absence data is exported from Sentral into EDSAS and any changes thereafter need to be made in both Sentral and EDSAS. 

 
Roll sheets are printed off for TRTs. 
Sent to the office for SSOs to record. 

Rolls checked, entered and ammended 
in Sentral EMS (transferred to EDSAS at 

the end of the day) 

SMS messages sent at 10.15am to 
parents who have not explained the 

reason for their child’s absences 

A member of the leadership team calls 
parent and requests explanation.  

If given, Sentral is updated.  
If no explanation or parent can’t 

remember, Z code (school follow-up) is 
entered and note written in Sentral. 

 
Teachers record absences 
electronically on Sentral 

EMS 

Messages from parents 
taken by front office staff 

Late students to report 
to front office. 

Repeated unexplained absences and concerning absences are 
referred to leadership who follow up and make referral to a 

Student Attendance Counsellor if necessary. 

education.sa.gov.au 
 

Safety & Wellbeing – Attendance at School & Preschool 
Attendance Matters in South Australian Schools 

nairneschool.sa.edu.au 
 

Parent Handbook 
Communications Framework 



Guitar Lessons Enquire at the front desk for an application form.  
Guy Phillips 0402 255 859 or guy.hap@hotmail.com

Clarinet & 
Saxophone 
Lessons

Charise Penrose BMus (Hons)
Located in Littlehampton  
$30 for half hour, $60 per hour
Beginner to Advanced www.charisepenrose.wixsite.com
charise.penrose@adelaide.edu.au or 0412 470 717

Family Day Care Chloe’s Family Day Care  
Located in Dawesley for children from 6 weeks old to  
school age. 0438 880342

Family Day Care Olivia Hames Family Day Care 
Located in Nairne - vacancies - please call Olivia on 
0403002644 or email on fdc@live.com.au

   Extracurricular & Community  
      Programs & Opportunities 

Please note that services below are advertised as a community service.  
The school does not endorse or assume responsibility for these individuals 
or companies. Please use at your discression and we welcome any feedback 
you might have. If you wish to add your student-centred service to this list, 
please submit your details to dl.publications@schools.sa.edu.au



   Extracurricular & Community  
      Programs & Opportunities 

 



Same program as Net Set Go  
- without the name!

Run by NDNC senior players 
Cost:  $50
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Saleyard Rd (PO Box 105) Nairne SA 5252

nairneschool.sa.edu.au 

Nairne School
Preschool & Primary

To book a tour or talk to us:
 Primary 08 8388 6116 
 Preschool 08 8388 6562
 OSHC 08 8388 0828

 Primary dl.0306.info@schools.sa.edu.au
 Preschool dl.1604.preschool@schools.sa.edu.au
 G nairneprimary  

education.sa.gov.au 

    “ ...We believe that
  “Emotions are the    
       key to the intellect”
  and apply this to  
       all areas of school life.”


