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for 2023 
 
 

Our planning for 2023  
is well underway!

Knowing how many 
students will be with us 

for next year as early as 
possible helps us with 

staffing & class placement. 

Nairne School
Preschool & Primary

New to Nairne?
Do you know of anyone moving into 
the area who may wish enrol with us?
Contact us as soon as possible - we 
look forward to meeting them! 

Are you moving away? 
If your child is in Rec-Year 5 this  
year and will be moving schools  
for 2023, please notify staff in the  
front office as soon as possible.
We thank you for your time with us 
and wish you well in the future!







 
|  

   From the
      Principal

Reading this edition of the newsletter, it is clear that this term has been action 
packed and learning has occurred well beyond the classroom. My first term 
at Nairne School has been rewarding and a chance for me to see the range of 
opportunities available for our students. 

Activities on offer included cooking pizzas 
in the wood-oven; presenting a weekly 
radio show for PowerFM; representing 
the school in interschool sporting events; 
playing golf on the oval; and singing in 
the choir at the Festival of Music.  A 
highlight also worth mentioning is the 
first place awarded to the team of Nairne 
School Year 6 students who competed in 
the Hills Schools Readers’ Cup. 

Taking learning beyond the classroom 
is important as it offers students the 
opportunity to step outside their comfort 
zone, meet new people and discover a 
new skill or talent. 

Many adults dread singing, performing or 
speaking in front of an audience but our 
students are taking it in their stride.  

Speaking confidently takes practice and 
courage. Students in Rooms 15 & 16 will 
present their research projects about 
the First Fleet to their peers and families 
this week. The projects are a culmination 
of personal research and planning, both 
at home and school. Learning at school 
takes form in many different ways and 
we are proud to showcase the range of 
examples in this newsletter.

Enjoy! 

Thanks & Farewell to Helen  
 
Our much-loved teacher Helen Arbery-
Smith will be taking long service leave at 
the end of this term and will be heading 
into retirement from 2023. 

We will be having an assembly next 
term where we will farewell Helen and 
acknowledge the contribution she has 
made to education as a whole and to our 
Nairne School community. Helen, you will 
be missed!

Toni Burford



NAPLAN  
Student Report Packs

Nairne School
Preschool & Primary

At Nairne School, our leaders and teachers 
review the data sets provided by NAPLAN 
annually and use the results to set next 
steps for learning goals. PAT Reading, 
Maths and Spelling tests have also been 
undertaken by all students in Years 1-6 in 
the past 3 weeks. Both NAPLAN and PAT 
tests enable us to see where your child is improving or where 
they need additional support. The tests inform our intervention 
programs and allow teachers to plan the next steps in learning. 
All students in year 3 and 5 will shortly receive a pack that includes their 
2022 NAPLAN report. Three documents are contained in the pack.

1. Student Report (multi-coloured report) which explains how to read 
the report, and shows your child’s performance against other students 
in the same year level at a national level.

2. The Standard of Education Achievement (SEA) which outlines the SA 
Department proficiency standard for reading and numeracy. Year 3 
students are expected to achieve Band 3 or better and Year 5’s Band 5 
or better. (National Minimum Standard is Band 2 for Year 3 and Band 
4 for Year 5)

3. A blue summary report. Please note that progress for Year 5’s from 
Year 3 is not indicated since NAPLAN did not occur in 2020 due to 
COVID.

Please note, the test score is a snapshot in time and a range of other 
data is used to assess the student’s capabilities. Please do not hesitate 
to speak with your child’s teacher if you are concerned about their 
performance. If you did not receive your child’s pack, please get in touch 
with the Front Office.



Friday 

Sept 30 

Gold Coin  

Donation

Nairne School
Preschool & Primary

Casual Day

ComfyComfy  
Clothes!Clothes!

Wear    
     Your

Student Voice have selected all  
Gold Coin Donations to be donated to:  

Cancer Council
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               Focus on  
      Indigenous Students



    "...we creating art with   
         cultural connections" 

Our Meeting Place 
This mural was designed and painted by the Aboriginal students of Nairne 
School in 2022. 
The three circles represent the meeting 
place that the school provides for local 
communities, staff and students. The first 
circle shows a collection of parents and 
carers from different communities and 
cultural backgrounds gathering at the 
school then following their own paths 
home. The second circle shows teachers 
and SSOs discussing ideas then passing 
this information onto the classes within 
the school. The third circle shows a 
group of students sitting in circle, talking 
and learning together. These meeting 
places are connected and intertwined 
as community, staff and students learn 
and grow together across the school. At 
the base of the mural are five hills that 
symbolise the beautiful Adelaide Hills in 
which we live and learn. Each hill holds 
many people's stories as they explore, 
live and grow on Peramangk land.

The following comments are from 
the students about some of their 
contributions to the mural.

Many thanks,

Brooke Goyne  
Aboriginal Education Teacher

"I did the hands and dots to show 
my connection to the land and 

show my traditional art."
Toby

"I painted a waterhole and the 
patterns around it are animals.  

I did dots for people. The lines in 
the circles are people swimming. 
The bottom has five hills of the 
Adelaide Hills. There are three 

circles for groups of people  
meeting together."     Alkira

"I added a path to the treasure. 
At the campsite there is also a path 

back to the campsite and I did a 
fire and animal tracks."

Raiden

"I drew a river crossing paths over 
a hill. I drew a rainbow mountain, 
some animal tracks and a tent at 

the campsite."      Stefan

"My picture is of a sun. It is 
golden and brown. It makes the 
light. If we had no sun the plants 

would die and we would die."
Hudson

"I added black, green, grey, brown 
to make a rainbow waterhole."

Wynter
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               Focus on  
         Critter Club



               Focus on  
         Critter Club

    "...we're showcasing how  
           we care for animals!"

Each week the children present creatures 
in our environment on air and social 
media which has been quite successful 
with great feedback from the community 
on the school’s involvement. 

Royal Adelaide Show
We had also been busy prepping for 
the Royal Adelaide Show. 
We entered 3 Reptiles (2 Shinglebacks 
and a Barking Gecko) and we are pleased 
to inform you that the school was very 
successful! We won a first and second for 
our Shinglebacks and first and Reserve 
Grand Champion Reptile 2022 for our 
Barking Gecko. Congratulations to all the 
children for the months of care prior to 
reach these results.

In Classes
I have been enjoying spending time 
with Room 9 (Alex and Steph) as we 
look at Our Backyard Buddies. 
So far the children have learnt about 
critters like bees, spiders and worms (so 
you may hear about these on your way 
home from school…enjoy!)

Leanne

Critter Club on Power FM
For the past month or two Critter 
Club have been keeping themselves 
busy with our weekly segment on 
our local radio station, Power FM. 
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               Focus on  
             The Library



    "...we celebrated book  
           week with eyes open!" 

R/1 Learning Community
Author/ Illustrator of the Month

We have been reading books by Leila 
Rudge. She is very good at drawing 
pictures and writing stories. 

One of Leila Rudge’s books is called 
Winston and the Indoor Cat. This was one 
of the books we read in Book Week.  
In this story there is a cat that lives 
outside called Winston and a cat that 
inside the house. Winston shows the 
inside cat what it’s like to live outside 
and the inside cat shows Winston what 
it’s like to live inside. In the end they 
both decide they are happy where they 
are, but sometimes, when it’s raining, 
Winston sleeps inside. In our class we 
drew some of the characters in the book 
using pastels.  

Mackenzie CL01

My favourite Leila Rudge book was Gary. 
Gary is a pigeon with very smart ideas 
and he is good in his own way. Even 
though he can’t fly, he finds a way to get 
home by catching the bus. 

Mia | Rm1

I like the book called Ted. Ted is a 
dog who has been in a pet shop for a 
long time but he really wants a new 
home. He tries some different places 
but everyone ignores him. One day 
he sees a girl putting up posters. She 
wants a furry friend. So, Ted goes 
home to live with her and all her pet 
cats. Ted thinks it is … puuuurrrrfect.                                                                                                                               
The pictures on the last page are very 
interesting. Some of the cat’s coats have 
been drawn but the other ones look very 
realistic. 

Maddi  CL01                                                                                                                                             
               

My favourite book illustrated by Leila 
Rudge is The Skunk with No Funk. The 
story is about a skunk with no stink. The 
skunk is called Woody. His parents were 
worried because he didn’t have a stink 
and he wouldn’t be able to scare away 
foxes or owls. But Woody the skunk could 
dance and that shocked the owls and 
they froze. Then Woody quickly ran away 
to hide. 

Charlie | CL01 



2 & 2/3 Learning Community
In the library we have been learning 
about story elements. Last week we 
talked about the characters in stories 
and Ms Pascoe read us a little bit about 
the character, Mr Twit, from the book, 
The Twits by Roald Dahl.  Then we had 
to draw a picture of Mr Twit. My picture 
showed how hairy he was and he had 
little bits of food in his beard. He had big 
bits of food in his hair too.

This week we talked about the setting in 
the story, The Heart of the Whale. The 
setting is where the story takes place. In 
this story the setting was the sea. We had 
to come up with adjectives to describe 
the sea. We came up with 20 adjectives. 
Here are some of them: peaceful, 
glistening, deep, blue, bubbly, wavy, 
colourful, calm and creepy. 

Patrick & Ryu | Rm 8

3/4 Learning Community
We have been learning about World Book 
Online. This is an online encyclopedia 
where you can find information on a lot 
of different things. 

Last week we compared two animals and 
we had to find one similarity and one 
difference. I compared a clownfish and 
a piranha. One similarity is that they are 
both omnivores. One difference is the 
habitats they live in. Clownfish live in 
coral reefs and piranha live in lakes and 
rivers.

Then we compared two different 
countries. I compared Australia and 
Vietnam.

This week, I needed to find two 
interesting facts about Death Adders. I 
learned that they are about one metre 
long and their poison is one of the 
deadliest poisons in the world. 

Patrick| CL 15



5/6 Learning Community
The year 5/6 Learning Community 
has been learning about plagiarism. 
Plagiarism is stealing or copying 
someone’s information without 
permission or without giving them credit. 
It is illegal. 

One way to avoid plagiarism is to include 
a bibliography in ERPs. A bibliography is a 
list of all the sources of information you 
have used while researching your work.

Last week we learned how to cite a 
book in a bibliography. The following 
information needs to be included: the 
title, the author’s name, the publisher, 
the date of publication and the place of 
publication.

To cite a website, you need to include the 
URL, the title, the date the site was last 
updated and the date you accessed the 
information.

Learning about bibliographies has been 
very useful and it will help me when I do 
my next project.

Lucas | Rm 27

Nairne Playgroup
0 to Preschool-age welcome!

Playgroup’s  
back in Term 4!

Nairne School
Preschool & Primary

Mondays  
9-11am     

Room 5

Bookings are essential!

Join our “Nairne Playgroup” Facebook group  to book. 

F



This year there were six students from 
our school involved in the challenge.

Our first task in Readers’ Cup, was to read 
the following six books: The Silver Arrow, 
Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief, The Girl Who 
Drank the Moon, Wandi, Figgy in the 
World and His Name was Walter. After 
we read these books, we went to Uraidla 
School and took part in a quiz about the 
books with ten other teams.

Then, in term three, we were given a 
book titled Ernest Shackleton from the 
Little People, Big Dreams series. We were 
tasked with planning a performance 
based on the book. We had to make the 
props, backdrop, costumes and script by 
ourselves without help from anyone else. 

On the night of the performance at 
Uraidla School, Mark Pharaoh from the 
South Australian Museum, dressed up 
as Ernest Shackleton and told us a little 
about the explorer’s life. 

After this, the performances began. 
We saw puppet shows, news reports 
and plays. Then it was our turn. Jai was 
Ernest Shackleton and Danica, Grace and 
Bethany played the crew. Holly played the 
ukulele and Jack was the narrator. Jack 
also played the trombone when it was 
time to change scenes.

Readers’ Cup Competition
Readers’ Cup is an interschool competition involving seven Hills Schools.  



The suspense built as the performances 
finished and the judges began adding up 
the scores. The host came to the front 
and announced, “the winners are…… 
Nairne Primary School”. For about three 
seconds nobody moved then we all went 
down the front and received the Readers’ 
Cup trophy and some book vouchers.

We really enjoyed being in the Readers’ 
Cup competition and would highly 
recommend it to other students.

Jack CL27 & Holly CL24

WEEK 

01

WEEK 

02
Book Fair

Online payments
preferred

Tues-Thurs  
Before School 

8:30 to 9:00  
After School 

3.15-3.45 

Friday 
Before School 

8:30 to 9:00 

Wishlists & 
catalogues out 
during Week 1  
class previews



 |  

                 Focus on  
                 Sports



    "...we're sharing our   
          love of volleyball!"

Volleyball SA Schools Competition
In week 7 Nairne was involved in the Volleyball SA Schools 
Competition at Lightsview. 

11 teams and 55 students were involved 
on the day with team members ranging 
from year 4 to year 6. The students had a 
great time putting their skills to the test 
and working as part of their team. Well 
done to all the students involved and 
a big thankyou to all the parents who 
helped on the day. 

Unfortunately we did not get a chance to 
attend the Lightining Carnival at St Francis 
this year with all the year 6 students. 
The first two days of the carnival had 
fine weather for many other schools but 
on Nairne's scheduled day, Wednesday,  
the forecast for possible thunderstorms 
meant the third day of the event had to 
be cancelled. 

Neil Slater | PE Teacher



Bookings are essential!

Join our “Nairne Playgroup” Facebook group  to book. 

Discspringi
Week 3 Thu Nov 3
R-Yr 2      6.00 - 7.20pm
Yrs 3-7     7.30 - 9.00pm

Nairne School
Preschool & Primary

entry$5
entry



Nairne Playgroup 
        0 to Preschool-age welcome!

Exciting news, Playgroup  
will back up and running in Term 4   
Mondays only in Room 5 at 9-11am

To make the most of spring-summer  
we will be having a NATURE themed Term!

Due to the room size and restrictions the maximum amount of people we can 
have in the room is 24 (including committee members and their children). 

Where…
Nairne School, Room 5

How to book…
Booking is essential! Join our "Nairne Playgroup" Facebook group. A post will be 
put up each week for the following Monday’s session. Comment if you would 
like to come with the amount of people (including ALL children) eg 1 adult 3 kids. 
This way it helps us keep track of numbers so we don’t exceed 24 people. If you 
are unable to make it I would be great if you could let us know (comment on 
original booking post) so we can offer the spot to someone else. 

Cost…
$2 per family, this small amount helps with craft expenses. 

What to bring… 
Snacks and drink bottle for your children (after craft and play time we sit down 
and read a couple of books and sing nursery songs. It gives children a good 
opportunity to have a snack while listening to books). Hat and sunscreen for 
outdoor play is recommended also. 

All new families are welcome.

 |  

We can’t wait for your little ones to  
          enjoy themselves at Playgroup!

Nairne School
Preschool & Primary
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               Focus on  
       Science &  
                 Environment



    "...we're investigating  
          Australian animals!"

Last week Rm 1 was visited by Amy 
from Animals Anonymous.  
She brought some animals to show 
us and talked about the adaptations 
each animals has that helps it to 
survive in its habitat.

More Animal Adaptations!

"I like the python as snakes  
are fascinating. I would like to 
learn how snakes get poison  

in their fangs"
Jackson

"I like the snake because I got to 
hold the head"      Archie

"The pythons belly felt like sushi" 
Maddi

We were able to pat a crocodile, python, 
sugar glider, goanna, tawny frog mouth 
and a quokka. It was such a great 
experience to see and touch the animals.

Sheridan Wilson | CL01 Teacher



"I like the quokka because of  
the colour of its fur"

Lucy

"I like the sugar glider because  
it was so small"

Mia

"I liked the quokka"
Tilly

“I really like the soft quokka." 
Ivy

 

"I like the tawny frog mouth as it 
felt like patting a cloud" 

Alyse

Sports Day 2022

October 2022
WEEK 

02 Primary Years  
Sports Day 
 
Full Program  
next term
Parents welcome!

28 
FRI

 

Sports Day  

Subway Lunches  

are on again!

Orders via Flexischools  

or at th
e Front O

ffice 

Orders fro
m Wk 8  

Orders close  

9am Tuesday Wk 2 

 October 25

Nairne School
Preschool & Primary



    "...we're cooking up    
          woodfired pizzas!"

"The pizza that I ate from the 
whole pizza fell apart. But overall, 

it was fun and exciting" 
Claire

"I shared pizza with Claire and 
Caitlin. The outside was nice and 

crispy. Overall, it was fun and 
enjoyable." 

Heidi

"I really enjoyed the making and 
cooking" 

Caitlin

This first thing we did was wash our 
hands and get a quick tutorial from our 
parent helper, Bruce. Then we grabbed 
some dough and made the shape of 
the pizza on metal plates. After that we 
put the ingredients we each wanted on 
our pizza. We then gave our pizzas to 
Bruce and waited patiently for them to 
cook. 

A huge thank you to Bruce for all of 
his help in the cold and rain, thank you 
Bruce.

CL27 Students & Mr Pulford

On Friday of week 8 (September 16) it was quite wet. Students from Class 27 
were set to cook woodfired pizzas in the outside pizza oven, but we were  
lucky and when we got to the pizza oven the rain stopped. 
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                 Focus on  
           Preschool



    "... we're learning   
            through play!"

 Throughout Term 3 we have focused on Early Years Learning Framework: 
Outcome 5 – Children are effective communicators. 

Communication is an essential foundation for lifelong learning and we have 
been intentionally developing communication skills within play and during 
group time.

We have provided experiences 
building literacy and numeracy 
capabilities by providing many modes 
of communication. We do this through 
music, storytelling, sharing books, 
asking the children questions and by 
encouraging “big thinking” sessions. 

We represent our ideas with symbols 
through art, drawing and imaginative 
play. We also support mathematical 
thinking by encouraging problem 
solving, predicting, comparing, counting, 
patterning and measuring. 

We shared “The Gingerbread 
Man” story and baked 

gingerbread. 

Busy Days 

Painting flowers encouraging 
representational art .

We did some "big thinking" 
and designed a fairy garden  



Preschool
Upcoming 
Dates

26 
MON

Preschool Photos 
Preschool & Siblings

WEEK 

10
29 
THU

Preschool Photos 
Preschool & Siblings



September 2022

Preschool  
Parent Survey 
The 2022 Preschool Parent 
Opinion Survey is open and 
gives us the chance to collect 
valuable information from our 
families to inform our preschool’s 
improvement planning. 

We encourage parents to participate 
in the survey, which closes Sunday 
9 October, and can accessed via our 
preschool’s unique link:

 https://survey.education.sa.gov.au/
sc/3bUN4_zVkywSKHgvFTww_w2

   Fire ceremony  
We discussed fire safety and the 

children each lit a candle. They were 
very careful! 

 

Is your child  
enroling in our  

Primary School  
in 2023?

 

If your child will be attending  
Nairne School in 2023,  

please return your enrolment 
form as soon as possible to help us 

accurately plan for next year.

 If you have not received a form 
please contact the Front Office. 

Nairne School
Preschool & Primary

8388 6116
dl.0306.info@schools.sa.edu.au



Fri October 28

Have you  

pre-ordered 

Lunch?
orders close  

 TUESDAY October 25 

via Flexischools or at 

the Front O
ffice

Subway  
  Lunch  
   Orders

The Sports Day Subway Lunch pack includes:
Subway 6” Roll (choice of fillings below)

Subway Choc Chip Cookie
250ml Fruit Juice    Apple / Orange / Tropical

or 
600ml Water

(Please circle the option and / or flavour you want - 1 only)

All for $9.00!

Please return your order with payment to the front office by 
TUESDAY OCTOBER 25 at 9AM.

 

 
            

                    Name: _______________________ 
 

     Class:  _______________________  
 

 

Bread white  wheat 
 
Meat ham chicken beef turkey 
 
Salads cheese lettuce tomato cucumber 
 

 onion carrot      
 
Sauce bbq  tomato  mayo pizza 
 
Please return your order, WITH MONEY, to the front office by 

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 10. 

(Choose 1 or none)

  Sports Day Lunch Nairne School
Preschool & Primary

nairneschool.sa.edu.au 

Please order  
online with 
Flexischools  
if possible

If you are unable or 
would prefer to order 
with cash, please use this 
form (also available at the 
Front Office). 

Please tick the boxes 
clearly as the rolls will 
be made at Subway and 
then delivered to school. 

(Only 1 student order per 
form please)

Nairne School
Preschool & Primary



“Emotions are 
        the key to  
            the intellect”

 |  

Saleyard Rd (PO Box 105) Nairne SA 5252

nairneschool.sa.edu.au 

Nairne School
Preschool & Primary

education.sa.gov.au 

    “ ...We believe that
  “Emotions are the    
       key to the intellect”
  and apply this to  
       all areas of school life.”

 

Our Front Office staff are  
happy to help you with 

enquiries, payments and 
uniform shop purchases.

During other times, you are 
welcome to leave a message on 

our message bank, an email or 
a DM on Facebook and someone 

will get back to you as soon as 
possible during business hours.  

Mon to Fri    8:25am – 4.00pm

= Front Office 
Open Times

 Primary 08 8388 6116 
 Preschool 08 8388 6562
 OSHC 08 8388 0828
 Primary dl.0306.info@ 

schools.sa.edu.au
 Preschool dl.1604.preschool@ 

schools.sa.edu.au

Facebook      nairneschool 

Preschool & Primary 
Teachers 

F

You can also contact class teachers 
directly via Seesaw or email for 

matters that are not time-sensitve.

School Office 

Holiday  

Open Times:

 

Week 1  

Tues / Wed /Thu 

Week 2  

Thu / Fri


