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   From the
      Principal

Book Week is one of my favourite celebrations of the year. Not only is it a 
chance to celebrate books and reading, it also provides a window into the 
choices of books that children read. 

There was a range of costumes ranging 
from fantasy, science-fiction, sport stars, 
heroes and villains, princesses and 
princes, a collection from the Harry Potter 
series, and characters from old classic 
stories and new favourites.

Most students spoke confidently about 
the character they had chosen and why 
they enjoyed the writing. Book Week is 
not about having the fanciest costume, or 
winning the prize for the most creative. 
Instead the celebration allows us to tune 
into reading and the pleasure it can bring. 

Finding time every day to read is a great 
habit to teach our children and to model 
ourselves.

Every student spends time each school 
day developing their ability to select ‘just 
right’ books, applying skills to decode 
unfamiliar words and building their 
stamina to read independently for longer. 

Our youngest and emerging readers 
spend time each day learning letter 
sounds and combinations of letters that 
make common sounds i.e. th, ch, ight. 
Every Year 1 student has just completed 
the SA Phonics Screening Check with 
their class teacher.  The Phonics Check 
is an assessment tool for teachers to 
check if each student is on track and 

has mastered foundational skills to 
decode words and apply their knowledge 
independently. Research shows that 
a child who demonstrates a good 
phonological understanding of rhyming 
words, can hear the first, middle and 
end sounds in words and can manipulate 
sounds to create new words ie tub, cub, 
cut is more likely to succeed at reading. 



Our Early Years teachers use the results of 
the Phonics Screening Check to identify 
the students who would benefit from 
extra practise and support. 

Our preschool also starts this important 
work by singing rhymes together, 
listening for letter sounds and clapping 
out how many sounds they hear in a 
word.  

All students in Years 2-6 will complete 
Progressive Achievement Tests in Maths, 
Reading and Spelling over the the next 
3 weeks. These tests are conducted 
every 12 months so teachers can identify 
if students have achieved expected 
progress and to identify their individual 
strengths and gaps in understanding. 
The school data will be useful to help us 
understand aspects of Reading that is 
being taught well and aspects we need to 
improve.

Reading grows over time and your work 
and support at home is essential. One 
of the best things we can do as adults in 
their lives is to share books, talk about 
what we have understood from the text 
and compare our responses.

Thank you to everyone who got involved 
in Book Week preparations and arranged 
costumes. The more important challenge 
now is to find time each day to read with 
your child or help them find a book that 
will capture their interest. 

Best wishes,

Toni Burford 
Principal

Did you know our school library 
is open daily for borrowing?  
You are welcome to drop in 

with your child/ children.

  
Students can also borrow  

during lunctime and in their  
weekly class library time.

Mon to Fri    8:30 – 8:45am
Mon to Thu  3:15 – 3:30pm

Library  
Borrowing Times

Yum! Breakfast Club  
has a new day! 

Monday, Wednesday &  
Now also on Thursday    

8:25am – 8:45am

Nairne School 
Breakfast Club

All welcome!
Breakfast Club is no longer on 
Friday - but we are now open 

for hot toast, fresh fruit and 
milo on Thursdays instead! 

Come and see us for this 
community and school 

supported service!

(...continued)



 

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
School Photos dates have been booked for Week 10 of this Term. 
 
Our Preschool Photos will be taken at the Preschool on Monday September 26 & Thursday September 28.   
 
Our Primary Years School Photos will be taken in the Gym on Tuesday September 27.   
 
If you require a Sibling photo please collect special order forms from the Front Office. Sibling photos will be taken in the 
gym on Photo Day. We will let class teachers know the allocated time your children need to be at the gym (Sibling 
photos involving Preschool children will be taken at the Preschool, on the Monday or Thursday Preschool Photo Day 
when your preschooler is at their session).    
 
Please return all photo envelopes to the Front Office as soon as possible to allow us to collate the envelopes.  All 
envelopes must be returned to school even if you choose not to place your own order - all students will have their 
photo taken on the day for school records. 
  
If your children are absent in photo week, you can arrange an appointment to have individual and sibling photos taken 
at the Photographer’s Gallery at Woodside 8389 9002. 

 
Kind regards, 
Nairne School 
 

Online  Your envelope will have a unique shoot key number. Use that when you go to the 
website address focusschoolportraits.com and simply order what you want. Then go 
to the Shopping Cart and follow the prompts to pay.  

Credit card See “on-line” instructions above. 
Cheque Please make out to “Focus School Portraits” & put inside your photo envelope. 
Cash All photo order envelopes must contain correct money. Payment is given straight to 

the photographer and no change is available! 
 
If you are eligible for the 3rd child free order, refer to the order envelope contact Focus School 
Portraits on orders@focussp.com.au or or 8389 9002. Combined payment for multiple envelopes 
can be placed inside one of the envelopes. Just record on the other empty envelopes the name of the 
child’s envelope that the payment is inside. 
  
For all queries re payment and ordering, please contact Woodside Gallery Ph 8389 9002 or 
orders@focussp.com.au. 
 

Photo packs  
have now  

gone home. 
Please return to the 

Front Office as soon 
as possible  

(even if not purchasing)  

Thanks!
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               Focus on  
             Book Week



    "...we celebrated book  
           week with eyes open!" 

Book Week

Last week was Book Week and the theme was Dreaming with Eyes Open. 
The library was decorated with many different displays.  

The story room display was based on the 
short-listed book What Do You Call Your 
Grandma. On the wall there were photos 
of R/1 students with their grandmas and 
hanging from the ceiling were things that 
the grandmas in the book enjoyed or 
liked to wear such as shoes, hats, knitting 
& cooking utensils. 

In another part of the library there was 
a display for the books, Jetty Jumping 
and Walk of the Whales. There was 
a cardboard jetty with rubbish in the 
‘water’ polluting it and there were whales 
‘swimming’ among plastic bags. 

The display for the book, When the 
Waterhole Dries Up featured a small 
windmill and rainwater tank and a ‘bath’ 
with lots of Australian animals swimming 
in it, including a kangaroo, a quoll and a 
crocodile.

Another special display was a LEGO 
Jurassic World created by Kathy and 
Matthew Fazakerley. It included some 
gyrospheres, a large pterodactyl, a 
hotdog man being eaten by a dinosaur 
and a monorail circling the landscape.

There was also a lot of creative artwork 
on display from different classes. Room 
2 students made Walk of the Whales 
scenes on paper plates while their buddy 
class, room 24, wrote information on how 

to protect whales. Room 6 students made 
a lovely mural based on the book Amira’s 
Suitcase. They wrote about the many 
ways they can show kindness. Room 2 
students painted some scenes from Jetty 
Jumping and Rooms 9 and 28 made some 
beautiful dragon eyes. There were also 
some colourful butterflies from room 8, a 
green paper tree growing from a suitcase 
from room 11, and a colourful collage 
from rooms 4 and 16.

My class (Room 25) made things out of 
rubbish or things that we didn’t need. 
There was a tree, a map and my ‘fish on a 
stick’. We were showing that if we fail to 
keep our planet clean, then it will fill up 
with rubbish. We also found out that you 
can make cool things out of trash!

Aimee | Rm 25



His family was from a long line of 
travellers (merchants) who sailed all over 
the world. Mike’s great-great grandfather 
once accidentally set off some fire- 
crackers inside a building, killing himself 
and nine other people. Fortunately, 
Mike’s great grandfather escaped out a 
window. If he didn’t, Mike wouldn’t exist 
today.

Our other special visitor was illustrator, 
Karen Briggs. Karen is a descendant of 
the Yorta Yorta people. 

She has illustrated several books including 
Kick With My Left Foot, Tell ‘em! and The 
Rabbit-Hole Golf Course.

Emma Rm 25

Special Book Week Visitors 

Last week during Book Week, we had a poet and author visit us.  
Mike Lucas was his name, and he showed us a presentation about his 
life and taught us how to write poems. 

“Karen showed us how to draw a 
bunyip. When she was little,  

her Grandma used to tell her don’t 
swim in the river because there  

is a bunyip there." 
Poppy CL02

"Karen read us a story called  
Tell ‘em! It’s about some first 

nations children telling us about 
what they do. Tell them that we  
do cartwheels, tell them that we 
catch fish in the dam, tell them 
that we dance and sing songs.  

I liked the story."
Poppy CL02



   CBCA  
   Book of the Year

 
During Book Week we read the 
CBCA shortlisted books and 
voted for our favourite.

On Thursday we found out 
which books won book of the 
year for their categories.

Early Childhood  
Book of the Year 
Jetty Jumping

Nairne School favourite:  
Walk of the Whales

Picture Book of the Year 
Iceberg

 
Nairne School favourite: 

Stellarphant

                Book Week  
      Parade Winners

Preschool Bella & Lincoln

Early Years Jimmy (CL03)  
Oliver (CL01)

Lower Years Ava (CL09)
Charlie (CL08)

Middle Years Callum (CL16) 
Lily (CL15)

Upper Years Evie R (CL24) 
Heidi (CL27)

)

)





TOP: Room 1  
BELOW: Book Week throughout the school



    "...we're sharing our   
           passion for sport!"

School Sports Update

Soccer State Carnival
During Week 4 the SA School 
Sport soccer state carnival was 
held at West Beach. 
Nairne had a strong representation in 
the Barker girls team with 7 players 
including Hallie M, Willow P, Larni 
M, Evie R, Tasharna R, Bethany K and 
Payton D in the team. The girls gelled 
together easily and went on to record 
some excellent results during the 
week. Meanwhile in the boys division, 
under the guidance of Peter Barone, 
Eamon P helped Barker go undefeated 
to take out the Country Division 1 
title. Congratulations to all the teams.

Crows Cup
Congratulations also to all the Nairne girls who attended the Crows Cup 
football competition during the same week on Wednesday. They also had 
an outstanding day -read all about it in their report on the next page.

Upcoming events
Next week on Friday we will be taking 11 teams and 55 Nairne students to 
the Volleyball SA Schools Cup Carnival at Lightsview. This will be followed 
by the SAPSASA Lightning Carnival for all year 6s at St Francis de Sales on 
Wednesday in week 8 playing football, soccer and basketball with students 
from schools all over the Adelaide Hills region. 

On top of this all PE students at Nairne will be doing golf and mini golf 
during weeks 7 and 8 in PE before we turn our attention towards Sports 
Day events with Sports Day held early next term.

Neil Slater | PE Teacher



Crows Cup - Girls Football Competition
On Wednesday 17 August, 13 Year 5/6 girls attended the Crows 
Cup at Echunga Football Club. We won four and lost two of our 
games. Overall at the end of the day we came 3rd. 
We played against teams from Bridgewater, Oakbank, Aldgate and 
Meadows. Some of the schools had two teams. It was a fantastic 
experience for all the girls and much enjoyment was had. We all received 
a crows drink bottle and scrunchie and there were some players from the 
Crows AFLW team there helping out. 

We would like to kindly thank Ms. Copeland, Shelie and Mr Slater and all of 
the parents that helped out on the day. 

Yr 5/6 Girls Football Team
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               Focus on  
       Science &  
                 Environment



    "...we're investigating  
          Australian animals!"

Each week we have been doing a small 
study on an Australian animal. 

We draw a diagram of the animal and 
label three adaptations that help this 
animal survive in their habitat. We would 
love to share some of our work with you 
– it’s too good not to share!

Sheridan Wilson

Room 1 have been investigating why ‘living 
things have a variety of external features’.  
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                 Focus on  
           Preschool



    "... we're exploring  
            the theme of fire!"

The last few weeks have been busy... busy... busy...

We celebrated Book Week...
This term we can see the children 
really connecting and engaging in 
creative role play. 
This deep level play supports children's 
social and emotional development as 
they establish rules, learn to negotiate, 
compromise, collaborate, solve social 
problems and develop empathy.

In this level of play the children are 
exploring lifelong skills: to communicate, 
listen and work closely with others - all 
dispositions which support their ability 
to be part of a social and learning 
community.

Book Making
We have also introduced book 
making to the children. 
We shared the important elements of a 
story/ narrative:

• the setting
• the characters
• the "problem" 
• and a possible solution or ending.

Many children loved sitting at the 
drawing table and narrated amazing 
stories.



Preschool
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Campfire
Over the last few weeks we set 
up a camp fire.
We discussed the "keeping 
ourselves safe around fire" rules and 
agreements. 

The children were very careful and 
followed these well. 

They had the opportunity to cook 
marshmallows, cook potatoes and 
damper.. and taste them all too!!!

Preschool Sway  
Newsletter Link 
https://sway.office.com/
W7tGmtYAKTnUCRkY?ref=Link

Kerry Docking 
Preschool Leader





Sign up at entertainment.com.au
Be sure to select Nairne School to support our school fundraising!

   Extracurricular & Community  
      Programs & Opportunities 

Do you have a  
student or family 

focused service or 

event to advertise to 
our school?

dl.0306.publications@

schools.sa.edu.au

WTKD 1017

KIDS TAEKWONDO
Resilience Confidence Discipline Fitness
• Children can start at the age of 5
• Self defence, anti bullying program
• Non - contact training
• Experienced WWCC Instructors
• Sports Voucher approved provider

✓ Mount Barker Town Hall - Monday 6.30 pm
✓ Nairne Primary Schl Hall - Wednesday 6.30 pm
✓ Hahndorf Institute Hall  - Friday 3.30 pm
✓ Crafers Hall, Main Street - Tues & Thur 6.00 pm
✓ Callington Memorial Hall - Wednesday 6.00 pm

Enquiries: info@worldtaekwondo.com.au  Ph: 0412 909 500
Website: www.worldtaekwondo.com.au Sports Voucher Approved Provider



“Emotions are 
        the key to  
            the intellect”
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Saleyard Rd (PO Box 105) Nairne SA 5252

nairneschool.sa.edu.au 

Nairne School
Preschool & Primary

education.sa.gov.au 

    “ ...We believe that
  “Emotions are the    
       key to the intellect”
  and apply this to  
       all areas of school life.”

 

Our Front Office staff are  
happy to help you with 

enquiries, payments and 
uniform shop purchases.

During other times, you are 
welcome to leave a message on 

our message bank, an email or 
a DM on Facebook and someone 

will get back to you as soon as 
possible during business hours.  

Mon to Fri    8:25am – 4.00pm

= Front Office 
Open Times

 Primary 08 8388 6116 
 Preschool 08 8388 6562
 OSHC 08 8388 0828
 Primary dl.0306.info@ 

schools.sa.edu.au
 Preschool dl.1604.preschool@ 

schools.sa.edu.au

Facebook      nairneschool 

Preschool & Primary 
Teachers 

F

You can also contact class teachers 
directly via Seesaw or email for 

matters that are not time-sensitve.


